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WHY CHANGE IN-HAND
SPECIFICATIONS

A few individuals have questioned the in-  Horse Judging Standards A few individuals
mntnfth:prq:osedm-i-ta:ﬂﬁ.dgmg%ndmk are concerned because this would require that
changes printed in the September issucof the  the judges in these specialty In-Hand classes
Network for membership comments. would, by necessity, have to study Morgan

The osals area result of member inpur  judging specifications for type and confor-
Indicating a desire to make In-Hand classes  mation and, in most cases, be required 1o be
available which are réstricted to Morgansen-  licensed as a Morgan judge.
tered in specific classes or disciplines, This change seems a small price to pay if we

In reviewing these desires, it becomesap-  can retain unity within the breed and a united
parent that our traditional In-Hand classes  effort to breed for the same Morgan horse.
have deteriorated to the point that only a hand- If all In-Hand classes are judged primar-
ful of breeders and, indeed, only a small per-  ily on Morgan type and conformation, breed-
centage of exhibitors, ever participate in the  ers should be able to adjust their breeding
In-Hand section. programs based upon the results. And a su-

Yearsago, 700 80-percent of all horsesatan  perior individual should be qualified to win
all-Morgan show entered In-Hand classes. This  in Morgan In-Hand classes, regardless of the
was truly the “breeders division” whereabreeder  type of training he has received or the per-
could compare the results of histher own breed-  formance section in which he competes.
ing program to that of the other breeders. Let's all work together to promote the

In considering ways to make these classes  Morgan inall his glory and let’s all try to breed
available, it is absolutely imperative that we  the best Morgan individuals we can. If we do
guard against the possibility of encouragingdi-  this properly, and if we then try to select the
versity among breeders and exhibitors of Morgans.  career for which each individual eolt or filly is
It is vital that all Morgan breeders remain on  best suited, and if we all suppart every endeavor
the same team. Our breed hasbeenbuiltonthe  undertaken with a Morgan horse, we can con-
premise that we have agreatand multitalented tinue to be proud of the horse America made.
horse. Given proper training, our Morgans can  One horse—the best horse, capable of many
excel at almost any job we hand them. varied careers if properly trained and prometed,

Throughout the years, we have sought the
help and advice of experts from other breeds
who have extensive experience in a particular
discipline. We have learned and developed as
a breed becanse of this invaluable help. However,
we have always found it necessary to guard
against the temptation to listen when these ex-
perts suggest we should breed Morgans to look
and move like the breed they have worked with
and admired in their specific discipline.

We do not want a breed where our Morgan

Robert Brooks, Chairman
AMHA Jusdging Standards Committee

The proposed verbiage is:

I) There is only one standard for type and
confarmation of the Morgan Horse. If In-hand,
Suitable-To-Become or Halter classes are of-
fered for horses entered in specific disciplines or
specific classes (e, Suitable To Becotne Sport
western horses look and move like Quarter  Horse; Sport Horse Suitability; Classic Pleasure
Horses; nor do we want Morgan park horses  [n-Hand; Western: Halter, etc.) horses MUST
showmg the chazal:tcmt:r.s of Sadd[cbrcd:k be judged against the riteria stated i the Judging
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this basic premise upon which the breed has 5t Print the above in the prize list to assure
been built would be a 180-degree turn fromthe  there is no mistnderstanding and that no horse
principles set forth by those who have devel-  will be judged against any standard for another
oped the Morgan since the days of Justin Morgan.  breed, discipline or division.

To assure unity of purpose within the
breed, the proposed Judging Standards changes ‘The views of interested members will be
would allow In-Hand classes restricted to  considered before the final recommendations
horses entered and/or shown in a particular  are made to the Board of Directors. Member
performance class or section, but would re-  responses will be taken from September |-
quire that those horses be judged against the  November |, At that time, the Judging Standards
same specifications for Morgantypeand con-  Committee will make its final recommenda-
formation which have been carefully devel-  tion for revisions to the official Judging
oped throughout many years in the Morgan  Standards.
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